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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 13560 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, EEC, AD 

SUBJECT: READ-OUT ON EC COMMISSIONER CHEYSSON'S JULY 
6-7 VISIT TO LUANDA 

REF: BRUSSELS 12221 (NOTAL) 

1. AN EC COMMISSION DEVELOPMENT OFFICIAL WHO ACCOM 
PANIED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER CLAUDE CHEYSSON TO 
LUANDA JULY 6-7 GAVE US FOLLOWING READ-OUT ON VISIT: 

- A. CONVERSATIONS WITH GOA MINISTER OF PLANNING 

- AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REVEALED THAT 

- ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT IS PRE-OCCUPIED BY GRAVITY OF ITS 

- INTERNAL ECONOMIC SITUATION. DESPITE IDEOLOGICAL 

- CONSTRAINTS FELT BY SOME MEMBERS OF GOVERNING 

- COUNCIL, GOA HAS APPARENTLY DECIDED TO ACTIVELY 

- SOLICIT WESTERN ECONOMIC AID. 
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- B. PRESIDENT NETO. WHO ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE 

- APPEARS HEALTHY AND LUCID AND IS "CLEARLY DOMINANT 
FIGURE IN GOA" , INQUIRED ABOUT LOME CONVENTION 

- OPERATIONS IN CONTEXT OF HYPOTHETICAL ANGOLAN 

- ACCESSION TO LOME II, BEGINNING IN 1980. CHEYSSON 

- WELCOMED GOA INTEREST IN CONVENTION AND, IN COURSE 
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- OF 2-3 HOUR CONVERSATION, EXPLAINED ITS VARIOUS 

- FEATURES, INCLUDING TRADE, AID AND STABEX PRO- 

- VISIONS. COMMISSIONER CHEYSSON REPORTEDLY 

- ALSO TOLD NETO EC COMMISSION IS WILLING TO PROVIDE 

- FOOD AID AND OTHER ASSISTANCE (INCLUDING POTENTIAL 

- BENEFITS OF A REGIONAL TRANSPORT PROJECT TO BE 
FINANCED BY THE EC'S EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND) IN 

- THE INTERIM PERIOD PRIOR TO EXPIRY OF LOME I IN 

- 1980. 

- C. ACCORDING TO OUR COMMISSION SOURCE, 

- LIKELY NEXT STEPS IN EC-GOA RELATIONS ARE: (A) 

- FORMAL ACCREDITATION OF AN ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR 
TO THE EC, TO FACILITATE INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND 

- CLOSER TIES AND (B) POSSIBLE GOA REQUEST FOR 

- OB SERVER STATUS AT A LATE STAGE IN EC/ACP 

- NEGOTIATIONS ON LOME II, EXPECTED TO CONCLUDE 

- IN EARLY 1979. COMMISSION DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS 

- BELIEVE GOA INTEREST IN ACCESSION TO LOME IS 

- STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY LEADERS FROM OTHER FORMER 

- PORTUGUESE COLONIES NOW SIGNATORIES TO CONVENTION 

- (E.G., SAO TOME.GUINEA BISSAU, CAPE VERDE). 

2. REGARDING ANGOLAN VIEW OF AFRICAN PEACE-KEEPING 
FORCE PROPOSAL, WE UNDERSTAND THAT NETO ARGUED STRONGLY 
AGAINST THE IDEA PRIMARILY ON IDEOLOGICAL GROUNDS, IN HIS 
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PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH CHEYSSON. NETO REPORTEDLY 
INDICATED HE WOULD ADHERE TO THIS VIEW IN DEBATES ON 
THIS SUBJECT AT OAU SUMMIT. 

3. COMMISSION OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT WHILE ANGOLA'S 
OVERRIDING CONCERN IS ITS BLEAK INTERNAL ECONOMIC 
OUTLOOK.NETO AND OTHERS IN GOA ALSO CONTINUE TO BE 
TROUBLED BY SHABA AND NAMIBIA SITUATIONS. IN RESPONSE 
TO MISSION OFFICER S QUESTION REGARDING GOA ASSESSMENT 

OF OUTLOOK FOR NEGOTIATED NAMIBIA SETTLEMENT.COMMISSION 
SOURCE SAID NETO TOLD CHEYSSON HE IS NOT OPTIMISTIC 
BECAUSE OF HIS PROFOUND DISTRUST OF BASIC SAG INTENTIONS. 
THIS FEELING OF DISTRUST WAS REPORTEDLY HEIGHTENED 
BY RECENT KILLINGS IN CASSINGA. HINTON 
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